8 



Claims 

1. Method for setting up a generic protocol relationship between 
network elements, namely a Network Manager and a Network Element 
agent, in a telecom network, wherein 

an interface is created between Common Element Manager and 
Network Manager layers, to be protocol and model independent, as a 
generic layer for syntactical adaptation between Network Manager and 
Network Element, without taking into account the semantic of the 
exchanged messages; 

said interface being composed by a number of generic methods 
hiding different protocol operations. 

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein said generic methods: 
describe common operations, such as GET, SET, CREATE, DELETE, 

of the protocol used for communication between Network Manager and 
Network Element, 

also comprise a method for managing Network Element common 
services, such as alarm and NE management. 

3. Method according to claim 1, wherein said Corba Strategy 
Gateway interface: 

is created starting from checking which are the operations permitted 
by each single protocol and which are the specific characteristics for each 
language; 

is defined as offering the minimal functionality provided by the more 
complex protocols, CMIP and SNMP, mainly containing generic GET and 
SET methods. 

4. Method according to claim 2, wherein said Corba Strategy 
Gateway interface: 

is created starting from checking which are the operations permitted 
by each single protocol and which are the specific characteristics for each 
language; 

is defined as offering the minimal functionality provided by the more 
complex protocols, CMIP and SNMP, mainly containing generic GET and 
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SET methods. 

5. Method according to claim 3, wherein said methods are 
defined using CORBA IDL language (Interface Data Language), and have, 
as parameters, common meta-language commands, written in XML 
language. 

6. Method according to claim 4, wherein said methods are 
defined using CORBA IDL language (Interface Data Language), and have, 
as parameters, common meta-language commands, written in XML 
language. 

7. Telecom network, comprising network elements, namely a 
Network Manager and Network Elements, wherein said telecom network 
comprises means for the implementation of the methof of claim 1 . 

8. Computer program comprising computer program code means 
adapted to perform all the steps of claim 1 when said program is run on a 
computer. 

9. A computer readable medium having a program recorded 
thereon, said computer readable medium comprising computer program 
code means adapted to perform all the steps of claim 1 when said program 
is run on a computer. 
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